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Paul Buchholz and his crew had another great 
season of Ocean Racing in 2015/16. Competing in 
the ORCV Melbourne to Hobart in December 2015, 
Extasea took line honours for the fourth time in five 
years – the only year that she was not first over 
the line in that race was 2014, when she instead 
competed in the Rolex Sydney – Hobart. 

After taking the line honours in the Melbourne to 
Hobart, Extasea competed in the Festival of Sails in 
January 2016, where to the skipper’s surprise they 
finished 1st in the Passage Race in Division 1 on 
handicap. “We stuck with the big boys and thought 
we might have been fourth or fifth; a win is a total 
surprise, and we are a local boat!” the delighted 
skipper said. “We went right to the middle of the bay 
after getting stuck behind a tug boat and picked up 
the new breeze first.”

The final race of the Ocean Racing Club of Victoria’s 
Off-Shore Championship was the Melbourne to 
Apollo Bay Race held in May 2016.  Finishing a 
credible 4th over the line and 5th overall on IRC 
handicap in the Melbourne-Apollo Bay race, the final 
results saw Extasea conclude the 2015/16 ORCV 
Overall Championship in 2nd place. 

Extasea then competed in the Sydney – Gold Coast 
race, with Paul Buchholz handing the helm over to 
Bryan Kennett, and finishing a respectable 30th out 
of 64 boats who made it across the line. 

Following this, Bryan continued as skipper for the 
Brisbane to Keppel race in August, where Extasea 
and the crew finished in the middle of the fleet in 
13th place. 

After a long season of ocean racing, Extasea made 
her way home via the ORCV’s Melbourne to Geelong 
Passage Race, finishing 3rd in Division 1. 

Royal Geelong Yacht Club had a number of Members competing overseas in international events over the past season. Congratulations to the following 
Members on their efforts and achievements:

MICHAEL PARKS – Michael became a World 
Champion in the Open Bic Teams division in 
France earlier this year. Read more about Michael’s 
achievements on Page 36. 

TOM ALEXANDER – Tom travelled to Medemblik, 
Holland in July 2016 to compete with Louis 
Schofield in the 29er Worlds. The duo made it into 
the Gold Fleet and finished 24th overall.

MIKE WILLIAMS – Our own Yachting & Boating 
Manager Mike Williams travelled to France to 
compete in the OK Dinghy Worlds in 2016. 
Unfortunately, Mike’s boat did not make it to France, 
stuck on a shipping container somewhere in 
Asia. Borrowing a boat and some sails, Mike still 
competed in the event and finished a respectable 
18th out of more than 100 boats.

Paul Buchholz


